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Mong the ” lately Preached,at tl 
Meeting of the Governonrs f -Orge' 
Heriot's Hoſpital, Some who beard th , 

thought fit to publiſh the two following,  Hope- 


ing they may be uſe ul to excite people to Mito 
ſuch good og the Fra 


of Charity eſpecial 

of which is & 104 þ to many, Pore 
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DO To the READ | 
"1 + this courſe of Fre on Rich ſubjets | 
b pau, more ſuch Cb > bath been given in 

this City then in many Tears before, 7 7 that 
* Fond deſigned for Erefling 2 Hoſpital for Main- 
 toinance and Education of Orphans of the Fe. 
- male Sex bath much encreaſed,to which many Pi- 
F s Perſons both Men Women have contri- 
© buted Liberally, beſide other pions Mortificati- 
- - ons and Donations made in the City for other 
2 mblick Oſes.. T be bope, that theſe aud other 
E, Er NG, of the like T endency may (by Gods 
kB) bave further” influence ou wel! diſpoſed 
+. Obr Is to whom God bath given Wealth, that 
y alſo bave a Heart 4 uſe it, for his 
; and to ſerve the Lord with their ſub- 

{ that por” be perſwaded thus 
Faith by theadFarks/s that which 
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SERMON)? 


Preached by 


- | Mr. GILBERT © RULE Miniſter M1 


: Goſpel, and Principal of the Colledge. of 
. Edinburgh 

1 Munday, December 3d. 1694, 
: Pſal. '712. ver. 9- 7 

f He hath diſperſed, He hath gruen to the Poor, His Ri 


dureth for ever, His Hers (ball be exaited with onour... 
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"ris not barely the Terrours of a Natural Conſcience that trouble him; F 
Hs iscalled an Upright Han, ver. 4. an Unbyaſſed Man,. who 
” fingly mindeth Duty and the Glory of God. . Likeways he is called 
” eGudMer, ver.5: a Benign Pecſon, and of a Lovingand Loyely 
ion. Heis allo Rrighteawryer. 6 Inclinedto do Juſtice to 
all,and-give every one their due. Bur the Commendation of this Hap 
Man, that the Pſalmiſt doth here moſtinfiſt on, Is his Char y, 
AﬀeRion and Regard to the Neceſſities of Men; which maketh 
him beſtow liberally for their Relief,ſo far as he is able ver. 4. 5. and 
Text. | 
"= the words read we have two Things to be confidered. 1. The 
ice of the Good Man. 2, The Bleſſings that follow on this pra- 
Hice, The prattice or Duty is ſer forth intwo Expreſſions 1, he hath 
diſperſtd. The Chaldee Paraphraſe bath it, He hath Diſperſed his 
Money-or Goods 1IWD® for that is indeed meant, his work is notto 
" ſcrape and hoord, and to Keep, as they whoſertheir Heart on the 
World, bur as be is duely careful rogetby good Mcans, and to be- 
are of wicked Laviſhing;ſo his great care is, how tolay out for the 
| of God, andthe good of Mankind 5 This word importeth. r, 
The Good Mans communicating of bis Goods, neither laying them 
efto all on himſelf, s PU waicy,or other Luſts; he 

that as made him not for himſelf, ſo he ſhould not live 
this Com- 


rea Mire or rwo, 
Lk Cor. g.6. 3dly 
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F | og N Ee, 
- among theit Heaps of Treaſure nd: Great Eſtates, butitis by Drand— 
eneſs, Whoredom, Gamcing ſpent on their Back and Belly, or on mis * 
ſtaken Credififnd Honour;on high and Zuxurious Living : Some peas > 
' ples Cloaths, and Houſe. hold Furniture Eat up what theyſhouldlay 
out on theNeceffitous Poor : Others diſperſe on their Superſtition,and 
out ofa miſtaken Zeal for Religion,as 1/at 46. 6.T hey laviſh Gold out 
of the Bag : what incredible Riches hath the Blind Cuperſtition of Pa= 
piſts furniſhed ſome Churches and Monafteries with, while many 
oor want Bread: hereis adiſperſing with a Witnefs ; but the Good . 
Man's diſperſing is Grving to the Poor for their Relief: Which diſperſ- 
ing does not uſe to Ruin Eſtates, and bring the giver to poyerty,as the 
_ doth. The 24.part of the Text is theBleflings that follow on this 
Liberality. 1. His Righteouſneſs endureth for ever, Some expound 
itthus: Bounty or Mercitulneſs (ſo the word is uſed, Das. 4. 27 
and ofren in the Old Teſtament) ſhall never want a Fond, his Kich- 
es ſhall be like a Springing Fountain that goeth not dry » Others, the 
reward of his Bounty ſhall never fail:Ochers,his Bountiful Diſpofitiow _- 
will continue: Others, the effec of his Bounty isofren on, Yo 
conſpicuous tothe Glory of God, and Commendation of the Li _— 
Man, even after heis laid inthe Duſt. Many times the good works 
of Men that are bountiful are#laſting Monument: an ofthis, 
Wee have inthe Famous Hoſpital that giveth the occaſion to this - 
Meeting : how many great Eſtares of Citizens,and others, which they * 
had with great care gat we waſted by prodigal Heirs, '- finc® * © 
this Hoſpital was Jounded, -while it is yer laſting to 
was appointed for, "zal9."Another Bleſſing, bis 
alied with honexr,” "Thats, Strength, Pre and. 
be the Fruit of xractice ; | 
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For clearing this, and convirici 
provethisin the Genetal,and then 
that are comprehended under the Gene 

For the General propofirion, Ir is plain 
quently commanded. Lev. 25.35 Dent, r\ 
58.7. Lukert. 41. Luke-3. 11, 17m 6 


| Doctrine 


Conſcience of, 

2ly, The Lord hath declared Himſelt well plaaſed with this, as 
a Chriftien Duty. Hes, 13.16. 

349: It hath alwayes becneſteemedin the Church, and preſſed by 
the Faithful Paftors ofit. The Papiſts, it is true, carryiit coo high, 
make ic Meritorious, and inſiſt moſtly onir, peryertir 
Charity, which ſhould relieve the Poor, to feed Idle Monks, and 
adorn and Enrich Monaſteties: But che Fathers, and the Faithtul Mi- 
niſters in all ages thought it their dury topreſs this good work on the 
e: Sodoth the Apoſtle, 2 Cor. $,1.and g. 1. And with what 
dgad hoengrh ot Argument, do the Fathers in their Ser- 
ſtles urge this Duty onthe people? _{uguFf7melayeth, 
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is 8 Duty, that Gerd requretband 


of this Trurlf® I ſhalt firſt 
roveſome particular Truths, 


peremptonily and' fre 
.7-8.9. v0, 11. 1/ah 

. Heb. 13.16. If 

the Authority of God have any weight with us, this we will make 
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* ly. Natureteacheth this Duty, Th2 Heathens both commends 
and uſed this practice; to theShame of many, who own the true Re. 
igion; 1 ſhall forbear inſtances to ſpare time, only I cannot paſs that* 
Xenophon, who uſed to fay, That i& was more Glortons, - for one 
to leave many Deeds of Bounty behind h:m, than many Trophees of 
{| Yiftory. . wy | 
4 - 5ly. For this end,, The Lord (who could have levelle@ all che 
. & World) hath made (Fe Poor, andothers Rich, That the one may 
t Exerciſe Dependence upon God, .who feederh all, and the other 
© 'Y might ſhew their obedience cohimin feeding the Poor, See Dew. 
I5-Io, 11 «The Lord hath made the one His Stewards, and the 
other His Receivers. | 
6ly. Itis the conſtant and unfailing Fruit of the Grace of God, 
Y | AndthefoorſtepsthatGod's Flock hath always walked in: Abound- 
ance of Inſtances may be given. Sce Prov, 21: 26. Ob4dieh ig one 
Inſtance. 1 Kings 18.13. Alſo Job, $1. 16. And Zecheus Lukerg: 
d } 8. Cornelins AZ: 10, 12.13.4 Dorcas Atis 9 36, The Church 
of Jeruſalem in the timeof great Perſecution, had all things com- 
© | mon. Ad: 2. 44,and 4 34. And we Readof Churches ſending Re+ 
it Þ liefcoother Churches in Diſtreſs. : 
_ Under this General Trvth, ſome patticulars'are toWproved, for' 
i, | further clearing the mater: © 1.7. It is certain, chat this Liberal be- 
ve ſtowing is not left at Liberty,itis not only a commendable thing, but a 
', | neceſlary Duty; Actual Giving, is neceſlar toall. as they have oc- 
tf } cafion: anda Diſpoſition or Inclination toit : is neceſſary inalt Swme- 
2 } ply. This is clear, fit «frog the command of God; of which before 
# } conſidering, eſpeciallythar- teaking of one Command, is-a Breach 
/e } of the whole Law, beliiy: deſpiſing of Gods Authority; See Jam, 
wo 2.10.11, i ME Es Rs 
Alſo from the Threatningsofthe "Wrath of God,” againſt Ne- 
fo lefters of this Dwty PLL. nd'1$; 27; A Curſe not-enh 
ad | the Poor who are defrauded, bur frar 
'0 | (elf thallbeon him, faith Gejerus (a Learnediimerpretery” 
it bring ——_— e(tards,” Prov. x1 
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| Another Truth here comprehended is, As People _muſt give ac- 
- comptro God of all other Attings, or omiſſions; ſo eſpecially of 
this; how they have employed what God gave them in: rhe World, 
you are not Accomprable to Men, how you ſpend what is your 
own (Though i isa pity that profuſe Waſters are nor puoriſhed as' 
Peſts among Men, and Deſtroyers, or Weakners of the Commons 
wealth) yet God will ſurely call you to an Accagmpt: And particu- 

arly what proportion of your Goods you have givento the Poor, or 
whether you have eaten your Morſel aloue; This is no doubt a part 
of our Stewardſhip, or truſt, that we have from the Lord, of which 
we muſt giye anAccompr. Luke 16,12. Andthat thisisdeſignedin 
that Parable may be gathered from verſe 9g. where the Application 
of the Parable is, Thar Men ſhould make Friends of the Mammon, 
{ or Riches ) of Unrighteouſneſs (Riches areſocalled, becauſe much 
Uarighteouſneſs is ARtedinthe Werldin petting, in keeping and in 
uſeing them) in order to EverlaFfing Habitations; The meaning is, 
thar people ſhould uſe their Riches, or what they Enjoy, withreſpeR 
totheir appearance at Judgement: Which it it were minded,the Poor 
would'get a better ſhare thenthey do ; That this is aimed ar, is alſo 
clear from vegyx 1. 12. Where Faith{ulneſs in uſeing Worldly Goods 
is mentioned, which could nor be, if theſe were nor a Truſt, that 
Men have from God, the Giver of them, of which they muſt give ac - 
count to him: This Truth is alſo manifeſt fromthe account we have 
ofthe laſt Judgement, Math. 25. Where peoples Charity, inreliey- 
ing the/Poorand- diſtreſſed, is the one thing mentioned about which 
God willReckon with Men: And ſurelyit vill be in a ſpecial manner 
taken notice of. SF---4 


A Third parti included in the Do trix bis, God will reward 

? Py the C1! Tovric aniain ninol is. Proq. 
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IT h goods thus have Gods 


-.. for aſure and abu ant payment, and his Words ſurec than 
es F os Bond, -\ a therthe ſureſt Right, ot even polleſſion char ye 
”/ canhave, Mat.20; 42. Heb.6.10. Ecl-r1.1, And this Giving 

called Sowing, which uſeth co yeild a plentiful Ctop, muchmne 
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© income, then is laid out. 2 Cor. g. 6. Prov. 11. 2.4- Gal. 6,58 
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9.10. Prov. 3.9.10, This Reward is not of Debt, as itour Cha- 
rity could merit, but of Grace ; The Lords =— Teſtimony of 
approving ſo good a Work. The Bleſſings that are the Reward of 
this Good Work, are always real and ſure, and rothem who do it a * 
right, and from a good Principle, they are Eternal: Butofrent - 
are viſible and obſervable by'Men; fomerimes the Lord Bleſſerh fuch 
with Riches and Increaſe of Goods, Whereas there is a ſecret Moth * F 
and inviſible Conſumption upon-the Eſtates of them, who, do no 
good Works this Way. | | 

A Bleſling to poſterity is often rhe fruit of this Grace, P/a/. 112? 
2,It is ſpoken of the Charitable Man. Inſtances of this may be given; 
if it were fic tomention the Names of perſons ſo publickly. 

It is the way to raiſe or to Eſtabliſh a Family, A good Name, Praile 
and Eſteem among Men is ofte:1 the Reward of this good Work, the 
Remembrance of ſuch is ſavory and with reſpe& ; The Hoſpital hard 
by is an Inſtance of this, George Heriot is Remembred with Honour, 
when the Names of Hoording Miſers, and profuſe Waſters, on their 
Luſts, do Wither, are forgotten that they were on Earth, or argon- 
ly ſpoken off to theirDiſgrace- And not only the ſounder, burſuch ag 
have improved and promoted this good Work, and made this Chari- 
ty toextend to 4 or 5 times as many moe as could have 
the benefite of it a few Years agoe, ſuch I ſay God Ji2; Fiber 
will Bleſs, and Man will praiſe. 

UV/e. That which 1 ſhall chiefly infiſt on by way of- Appli- 
cation is, To preſs this Duty on them that hear me. 8 
things which may be uſed as Motives are alceady and —_ ; 
onally mentioned : | And believe none of a _ we confider - 
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the Duty init ſelf, &i deny it ought ta be our care topers 
form it, but moſt Men notwithſian ng make a ſhift roexcuſe Ain 
ſelves and quict their Conſcences in the ſhamelul negle& of is, 1 © 
ſhall theretore ſpeak but to Three Headghare: -- #ir#. What-Gha 
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” . Forthe Fof. Theſe Works Regard the Bodies of People; 
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_ teRtionat the Church door, jt is God's Ordinance, 2 Cor. 16.2.2, 
=  Anditisrhe ſtock out of which many Poor are Relieved. Givinz to 
 - particular needy perſons, The Widowy, the Fatherleſs, the Stran- 
| © gers, theSick, and [nficm, theſe who by any croſsprovidences have 
ad any ſuch loſſes as bringeth them to need the Charity of others, 
poor Families whodo what they canto live, and yer«cannot ſubſiſt 
without the help of others. Lending toſome withourt- uſury is as 
xeally a Duty, and as great a Work of Charity, as giving a htle to 
others. P/al. 112. 5. Breeding of Young Ones, Boys, or Girles. 
If every Family that is Rich, or canlive well, thould take aY oung one 
and feedthem, and Gloath them, and breed them in Religion, and to 
ſuch Learning as they are capable of, or is firt for them, and put them 
to Trades,what a Blefling would it be tothe Nation ? There would 
not be ſo many Idle perſons, Theives and orher Debauched perſons, 
- Whoate a burden to City and Country, and it might entail a 
" Bleſſing on ſuch Familics. | 
249: We ſhould mind that Charicable beſtowing that contribut- 
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e Country doth much vobitrut the'Goſpel, Sume keep 
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- theirSouls, or the publick ſtate of the Nation or Church. Charity to 
Peoples Bodies is magifold. By giving Liberally to the Weekly Col- 
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"places,” as long yacant as they can. Others defraud Minifters'of.* 
"what is their due, ſo thatin-ſome places there is a neceſſity of; SS - 
*moving Miniſters {or want of Maintainance, as the Levits in Ne- * 
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abs time Neb. 13: 10, 11. Its fad when there is none to © 
ſhew Charity in fuch a caſe, in fecleing a Maintainance where it isnor,,-» 
and ſadder when juſtice is wanting tn getting of what is due; and that? 
to the great detriment of the Souls of People, It's an AR of Charity 4p 
to buy Bibles and practical Books, and give them tothe paer : as ** 
ſome have dome, and ſent them from London unto the Remotelt places © * 
of that Nation, tobe diſtributed. - 
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Cs + gb: into their houſe fora time: 

ing 0 LE Seblick Libraries and augmenting them, that 

red with all the beſt Books for the help of them, thar 

ry of Their own: Itis very ſtrange, that this ageisſo far 
drmer ages, in all cheſe ſorts of Liberaliry. 


| | ST he ſecond thitig propoſed is, Who ſhould be thus Liberal 


hte Charity all are obliged ro it, according to their Capacity : 
Charity is oatofthereach of many, and thereare more who 
Whar they well _ hr dothis way, itis true, ifisonly to be 
d fromchem who have ſomewhat to ſpare from the Main- 
of theic Familys: Butit people were leſs profuſe that way, 
Egould have more to give for a rows and good uſe. 1 ſhall then 
pu from whom fuch Charity _ be expected, ' Firſt, from 
ſs perſons, it is they who have been ordinarily moſt Eminene 
pOOC { Sonny it they have few neceſſirous Friends 
"90 eventhey.who hayetheſe ; The publick Neceſſities 
: ſhare of their Means. Secondly, They who have 
hag few Children, itisagreatevilin many, thatthey 
WG encogh to.provide for their Children, many give to 
drenſo much, thatit is aſnage, maketh them ming no 
2x Vertue, yeathey deſtroyit and their Souls to the boor, 
gg wha their parents haye laid up for them : Therefore ic is 
m: of Rich patents to give their Children what they may 
£y. uſtry ac bt, ph and the reſt to 
ay if not ſo wiſe, Sober, 
db pcruſted with the leſs. 
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hirdly;.£vto they who ha) 1 Fealth and many Cail- 
ou” 57 ha ju yo -anting tot | ſus Duty, alittle raken 
Childs portion at ourmay entail a Bleſſing on 
ren! to! the Woroty Ape; Sec Prov. 26, 7. It 
would co! ie the 8 of the Lord that maketh 
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ity. The Loveof the W 
eſteemofir, whereby Cy ; "$quls good  -- 
nd peace, and to pleafing God. | ft 
24, Wantof, or deteRtiVenefsintbe ok of God.- 1 7 Lek 
34/9. A nartow ſelfiſh temper, wantof a publigk Spirit yay 
it 1709.” np} to be regaxded bur themſelves, Me ir: ves 
-weretheir laſt en 
--4 Fowrthly, Diſtruſt of God's providence: yeople willave ng 
that their Bread ca't on the Waters ſhall be recovered, or that ifthiey: 
Sow they ſhall Reap, they haveno ſuch perſwaſion of the Truth. « 
the Word, as that they can ventureany thing upon ir. | be. 
5. Fifthly, Pride and Luxury: People that overyalue themſely - 
and deſpiſe others, think nothing enough for themſelves, and 
thing too much for others, a chat profuſely ſpendon 
pride, Vanity, pleaſures and Ly px ſpare nothing for an' ” 
good uſe ; It hath alwiysbee , that they who have dong. 
moſt good, were ſuch as were Frugal intheir Expences on themſebveg, | 
they who ſpend lgaſt needlefſly,” do beltow molt Chacitably; vt 
6. Szxtly, It hath beenoften alert and diſcouragement to Libeta fl 
Charity when it is obſety#d, aha whatis given thar way is pers 
verted or uſed amiſs, by theniwho were entruſted with ir, this; as 
a great guilt in ic ſclf, ing Feel pcrodgh fo cine ih 
publick good Works, bur it wy be Moth, 
. It is the part of chem ahagy 
done amiſs this way? 
Uſe 2. Wnarot vn 
ofren ſpoken to, where 
Overlcers of the Holpi 
what is given for ſo 
tage, accordi 7 £ 
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